A case of venous malformation of the mandible.
Vascular malformations occur more rarely in bones than in soft tissue, with 0.5-1.0% of all intraosseous tumors occurring in the mandible. We report a diagnostically challenging case of unilocular venous malformation of the mandible. A 76-year-old man presented with a heterogeneous, unilocular, radiolucent lesion with a well-defined border. Panoramic radiography and computed tomography imaging revealed a continuous white line on the cortical bone at the inferior border of the left mandibular molar region. A spherical lesion with a well-defined border and a clear round region in the left mandible were revealed on magnetic resonance imaging. The lesion had the same signal intensity as muscles on T1-weighted imaging, a homogeneous high-intensity signal on short T1-inversion recovery imaging, and a well-defined low-signal intensity region surrounded by a high-intensity signal region on T2-weighted imaging. Pathological findings indicated that the lesion was a venous malformation. Although many studies have reported that venous malformations have a multilocular appearance, few have described the occurrence of unilocular lesions. Future investigations using magnetic resonance imaging and computed tomography are needed to increase the diagnostic accuracy for unilocular central vascular malformations of the jaw bone.